Research for this history was started in 1979. After encountering the Solemn 
Communion certificate for Heinrich Kellermann, a letter was sent to Suttrop, 
Germany. There was a response from Lucy Kellermann, wife of Otto 
Kellermann. In 1989 after corresponding for several years, two of their 
children, Ralf and Irene, visited our family and the United States. In 2003 
my family had the pleasure of visiting Suttrop, the home town of Heinrich 
Kellermann. Because I am mainly interested in my own family genealogy this 
history is slanted toward my family and this narrative ends with my parents 
and my hometown. 


Elmer Kellerman 
January 2004 


Ralf and Irene in Paducah 


DEUTSCHLAND 


The Area of central Europe, which 
today comprises Germany, Austria, 
and a portion of Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Italy and the 
Alsace Lorraine area of France was 
originally settled by nomadic tribes 
from the Scandinavian Peninsula. 
The tribes drifted southward from 
their homeland in search of land to 
feed their growing numbers. Among 
the many tribes the most powerful 
were the Franks, Lombards, Saxons 
and the Burgundians. Of these 
tribes the Franks eventually EUROPE 
dominated the area of the 

Germanys and accepted papal 

Christianity. 


I. the year 962 AD the area of Germany became known as the Holy Roman 


Empire. The Empire was composed of many feudal duchies, counties, 
princedoms and baronies. There were more than 300 principalities in the Holy 
Roman Empire and each had a ruler and taxation. Territorial wars were 
commonplace and when an Emperor of a strong principality tried to forma 
State it became impossible because of the number of enemies to contend with 
simultaneously. 


During the twelfth century the great crusades began in Europe and between 


1146 and 1228 four German emperors went to the crusades. After the end of 
the crusades many great political changes were made in Europe, except in the 
Holy Roman Empire. The discontents increased in the Empire and by the year 
1254 Sicily, Naples, Burgundy and Lorraine were lost to France while the 
Swiss cantons and Hapsburgs were separated from the Empire. 


lie Empire though it lost land on its southern borders, in time began to gain 


the pagan lands along the eastern border. The Saxons, who had become the 
most avid Christians in the Empire, were fighting the pagan Prussians and 
claiming the conquered land for the Empire. It was very slow and difficult to 
conquer and Christianize the Prussians. 


Fick the 13th century to the 15th century many fights and disputes occurred 


between the emperors and the Church. Nearly all of the disputes were for 
control of land in the Empire. Papal abuses and disputes led to the revolt 
against the authority of Rome. In 1517 Martin Luther nailed to the church 
door at Wittenburg his famous theses against indulgences. The reformation 
divided Germany into the Protestant north and the Catholic south. By the 
year 1557 nine-tenths of the German people were Protestant, but by the 
beginning of the thirty years war the number of Protestants was reduced to 
three-quarters of the German population. 


Bevianing in 1618 and continuing to 1648 a bloody conflict, called the thirty 


years war, was fought between Catholic and Protestant princes. The common 
people of Germany fared worst during this war. Various armies occupied 
many of the German lands and many lands changed ownership. The 
population of Germany due to battle deaths, illness or plagues was reduced by 
one-third. Occupying armies devoured the food, destroyed crops and burned 
the towns. A great many people fled the hostilities and the population of the 
Germanys decreased from 16 million to 7 million. 


After the end of the thirty years war and the passing years, conditions in the 


Germanys improved and by the year 1740 when Frederick the Great became 
ruler of Prussia the economy and agriculture were increased and a national 
bank were established to help commerce. The court systems were also revised 
to guarantee justice. Great changes continued until 1756 when Britain 
declared war on France. Frederick chose this time to invade Saxon lands, but 
Russia, Austria and the French attacked his army. By the time the treaty of 
Hubersburg was signed on February 15, 1763, the Prussians had suffered 
180,000 casualties. Several years elapsed before Prussia regained pre-war 
standards. 


Within forty years of the Hubersburg treaty the French under Napoleon 


invaded Germany. The French governed west Prussian lands until May 30, 
1814 when a peace was signed. The German people who desired a unified land 
had first welcomed Napoleon, but it was soon evident that Napoleon was not 
interested in unifying Germany. After the invading armies ate the food and 
looted the German lands the people were ready to evict Napoleon and his 
armies. 
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In Prussia is the territory of Westphalia. Westphalia is a harsh but beautiful land. 
The river Ruhr passes about midway through Westphalia. North of it there are two 
main divisions, Munsterland, a wide plain dotted with castles, most of them 
surrounded by moats and the Teuton Burger forest. South of the Ruhr is the 
Sauerland with its wooded hills. This land of a thousand hills, as it is called, 

is actually a succession of green plateaus cut by deep valleys. 

Many of the small villages in the region, embraced by thick forests, 

trace their history to the middle ages. One of these small villages is Suttrop. 


Suttrop interprets to “village in the south”. The municipalities of Warstein, 


Belecke, Kallenhardt and Ruthen surround the village. Today Suttrop 

is part of the city of Warstein. Warstein is a city of approximately 20,000 
people. 

All the requirements for an iron industry existed around Suttrop and in 1739 
an ironworks was started in Suttrop. Many villagers worked at the rolling 
mills until 1881 when competition from the Ruhr district caused a reduction 
in the ironworks in Suttrop. There are also many limestone deposits around 
Suttrop and because of this there are several quarries in the area. The 
church in Suttrop, St. Johannes Baptist, dates to the 14th century. In the 
history of the church Georg Kellermann is listed as a parson during the years 
1619 to 1623. 


Drawing of Suttrop. 
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The church in Suttrop 


Adam Kellermann was a farmer, in Suttrop when the French invaded 


Prussia. Adam was born September 8, 1768 and his wife Anna Maria Kohler 
on February 18, 1774. They were wed in the parish Church at Suttrop on 
May 28, 1801. Their five children were all born in the village of Suttrop. 


"TL hewaere the fourth child of Adam and Anna Maria was born on Sunday 


afternoon December the 15t» in the year 1811. When he was baptized on December 
18, 1811 the godparents were Johann Theodor Ruther, a soldier of the grand duke 
and Elisabeth Sivering. When Theadore was around 20 years of age he met Maria 
Anna Schulte the daughter of Franz Andreas Schulte and Agnes Wortmann. Maria 
Anna, whose parents were farmers, was born January 23, 1804 in Suttrop. On 
October 5,1832 at 4 P.M a daughter Angela was born to Theadore and Anna. It 
must have been a humiliation because on the birth certificate of Angela the 
mother is nicknamed widow. Seven months before a second daughter was born, 
the parents of Theadore and Anna must have decided to let them marry. On April 
22, 1834 Theodore and Anna Maria Schulte were married. Theodore and Anna 
Maria had six children. Two of their children, John and Clara, died in infancy. 


Heinrich Schulte, Engelbert Meier and Clara Kellermann were in the parish 


church in Suttrop on a Saturday in January. Heinrich and Clara were serving as 
godparents for their new nephew Heinrich Kellermann. Heinrich born on Tuesday, 
January 22, 1840, was the second son of twenty-eight year old Theodore 
Kellermann and his 36-year-old wife Anna Maria. When Heinrich returned home 
from the church he shared their home with his father, mother two sisters and one 
brother. Heinrichs’ oldest sister Angela was seven years old, his younger sister 
Elisabeth was 5 years old and his brother Johann was two years old. The 
grandfather of Heinrich had died on April 20, 1837 and five days later on April 25 
his grandmother Anna Maria died. During the winter of 1840 tragedy struck the 
Kellermann family. On February 23 Heinrichs’ brother Johann died. 


"T igodere and his wife had many family ties in Suttrop. Theodore who was a 


carpenter and farmer lived with his wife and their three children. On December 
28,1842, when Heinrich was two years old a brother Johann Franz was born. 
Johann Franz was baptized on New Years Eve in 1842. At the christening there 
were two godparents including an uncle Heinrich Kellermann and an aunt Clara 
Kohler. The three witnesses were Johann Schledde, a carpenter, Franz Thiele, a 
carpenter from Suttrop and Anton Teuten, a farmer. There were now four children 
in the family. Another sister, Clara was born on February 8, 1846,but Clara died 
in infancy on May 11,1847. 


In 1840 Frederick William IV became King of Prussia. Prior to Frederick William 


becoming king a loosely organized German federation had been formed and during 
the French revolution some states were forced to grant constitutions, although 
Prussia and Austria, the largest states did not. Unification and economic 
conditions were advancing until the Prussian king toyed with the idea of reviving 
the old feudal estates. This started many German families on a long trip to the 
United States and a new life. 


Beconenie conditions continued to worsen in the fatherland and between the 


years of 1845 and 1846 prices soared. In 1846 minor revolts occurred in several 
states. News of the French revolution reached the Germanys in 1847. Demands 
were made for the abolition of the remaining feudal restrictions, for more religious 
toleration and freedom of the press. In the smaller states most of these demands 
were accepted. In Prussia however there was street fighting between citizens and 
soldiers and the king promised political reforms. They did not occur. On March 
31,1848 a preliminary parliament supposed to represent all German states met at 
Frankfurt to call a constitutional convention. An empire was proposed. The 
assembly was split and not being able to agree on major issues the assembly 
broke up. A counter-revolution was begun and nationalism and constitutionalism 
were crushed. The Germany people were discouraged and disgusted with the way 
their homeland was being governed. 


A House in Suttrop A Tavern in Suttrop 


Building on opposite side of street from where the Kellermann residence once stood. 
The keystone above the door reads Kellermann 1895. 


The fourth child of Kaspar Andreas Kellermann and Josephine Schultz was 


Johannes. Kaspar Andreas who was born in 1797 was the son of Andreas 
Kellermann, born in 1755 and the grandson of Franz Andreas Kellermann, born in 
1729. The father of Franz Andreas Kellermann was Anton Kellermann who was 
born in 1700. (Anton Kellermann was the grandfather of Johann Theodore 
’Theodore Kellermann’). Kaspar Andreas had one sister who died when young. 
Johannes was born in 1824 and lived in Suttrop with his family. When 14 years 
old he began work in the rolling mills receiving five cents a day for his services 
and was obliged to support himself. Johannes worked at the rolling mills until he 
was twenty years old. He then joined the German army to fight the invading 
French army of Napoleon. After serving for two years and five months he was 
given a furlough. Taking advantage of his leave of absence he left Germany in 
1849. The other members of John’s family stayed in Germany. John’s brother 
Franz had three children, one son Franz and two daughters Maria and Klara. 
Maria was born in 1853, Klara in 1857 and Franz II in 1863. Maria married 
Konrad Weber in 1876; she had 10 children, 5 boys and 5 girls. (Franz II was 
living in Kallenhardt in 1911. Franz II is the grandfather of Otto Kellermann who 
lives in Warstein.) 


The church in Suttrop 


Warstein 


Warstein taken from Suttrop 


Otto Kellermann residence in Warstein 
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Solemn Communion of Heinrich Kellermann 


In September 1853, Heinrich who was 13 years old made his solemn communion 
in the parish church in Suttrop. The year 1853 would be the last year in Germany 
for the Theodore Kellermann family. It must have been a very difficult decision for 
a 42-year-old man his 49-year-old wife, 19 and 21-year-old daughters and 11 and 
13-year-old sons to leave the fatherland. A 29-year-old relative John was living in 
Monroe County, Illinois and this was where their journey would end. 
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AMERICA 


In 1830 there were less than half a million foreign-born persons in the United 
States, but before the United States was one hundred years old more than five 
million immigrants had arrived. The total population of the country leaped from 
13 million in 1830 to 31 million by 1860. 


Immigration soared after the Irish potato famine of 1845-1846 and the German 
revolution of 1848. The immigration in the forties reached 1,713,251 and that of 
the fifties rose again to 2,598,214. 


John Kellermann arrived in the United States in 1849. After landing in America, 
John made his way to Michigan. After a few months in that state he moved to St. 
Louis where he worked in the rolling mills. He then moved to Monroe County, 
Illinois where he married Mary Becherle in 1852. John purchased land in Monroe 
County in 1854. John later purchased land in Perry County, Illinois in 1858. The 
first son of John and Mary, Kasper, was born in Monroe County in 1857. 


In 1854 the United States was only 78 years old with a population of 26,561,000. 
Franklin Pierce was the countries 14t» president. It had only been 25 years since 
the Choctaw Indians ceded their lands east of the Mississippi river in exchange 
for land in what is now Oklahoma and only 22 years after the Black Hawk war in 
which the Sauk and Fox Indians attempted to recover ceded lands in Illinois and 
Wisconsin. The frontier, in 1854, extended from eastern Minnesota south through 
eastern Arkansas to Texas. 


Newcomers included 1,800,000 Irish and 1,500,000 Germans, with the remainder 
of the arrivals English, French, Swiss, Dutch and Scandinavians. 


Exploitation of the immigrant, as the inflow rose in volume, became a major 
business. It began with the shipping lines were overcrowding bad diet and lack of 
elementary sanitary precautions were all too common. From time to time epidemic 
diseases took a horrifying toll. Huddled like cattle in narrow quarters, eating poor 
food badly cooked, sometimes wallowing in filth with fetid air and little water the 
emigrants yielded readily to any infection. Shipwreck and fire, moreover, were all 
too common. Especially shocking was the disaster to the ship “Austria”, which 
burned to the waters edge in the mid-Atlantic in the summer of 1858. Some five 
hundred immigrants lost their lives. The proprietors had thought the immigrants 
of so little consequence no list was made of steerage passengers and no care was 
taken to instruct, quarter, feed or protect them; they had been herded aboard like 
so many dumb animals and left to care for themselves when calamity fell. 


N.t all immigrants were members of the lower classes. Many skilled and well- 


educated migrants came to join friends or relatives already established in the 
United States. About half of the new arrivals became farmers or merchants 
immediately on arrival, rather than joining the ranks of the common laborer. 
Many moved west taking up farms. From 1850-1860 the value of farms in the 
United States increased 103 percent. 
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The Germans were not pioneers, they followed the frontier at a respectable 


distance preferring to consolidate and improve what others had discovered and 
discarded. A well-educated people with a weakness for the comforts of civilization 
and family life, Germans habitually chose to find a comfortable stop and stay 
there permanently. 


Cerne were clannish by nature, fighting to preserve their customs and 


language. Springing from a land where even peasants attended school and which 
was rich in art, music and literature, many Germans considered Americans 
boorish and unlettered. Once in America the German willingly supported their 
own parochial schools to keep language and customs alive. Unlike the strait-laced 
New Englanders who reached the banks of the Mississippi River before them, the 
Germans were not averse to enjoying the brew at the beer-gardens and taverns 
their countrymen established. Such cultural differences kept Germans together in 
communities of their own making and apart socially from other Americans in 
towns were they did settle. To speak of Germans as a single culture is misleading. 
After years of patchy government and religious reformation, the Germans were a 
divided group. Stereotypes of the hot-tempered Bavarian, the stubborn Low 
German, the light-hearted Franconian, the mystic Swabian and the smart and 
versatile Prussian at least had roots in truth. 


The Theodore Kellermann family arrived in America in 1853 and began their 
journey west to Illinois. The area of southwestern Illinois had many German 
settlements. Waterloo, in Monroe County was in the center of the German settled 
areas. Many Germans had immigrated to this area and the German population was 
large enough that some newspapers where published in the German language and 
church services were conducted in German. 


On February 18, 1854 an indenture for the purchase of 100 acres of land in 
northwestern Monroe County was made between Theodore Kellermann and William 
Ruckenagter. The property was described as the west % of the southeast quarter 
of section eight in township number 2 section of range number 9 west containing 
80 acres, and the west % of the north % of the east % of the southeast quarter of 
section 8 in township number 2 south of range number 9 west containing 20 
acres. The property was purchased for $1,020.00 dollars. Heinrich, his father and 
brother now had a new farm on which to begin the spring planting season. 
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ELIZABETH KELLERMANN ANGELA KELLERMANN 
ARNOLD VOGT PETER FREIN 


Angela Kellermann, who was now 22 years old, married Peter Frein on November 
9, 1854. Peter was born in Koblenz, Germany on October 10, 1830. They were wed 
in the parish church of Saints Peter and Paul in Waterloo. The following summer 
Elisabeth married Arnold Vogt, also a German immigrant from Hannover. Arnold 
was born September 30, 1827. The Vogt family owned much of the property 
around the Kellermann farm. It is likely Arnold was a neighbor. Elizabeth and 
Arnold were also married in the parish church at Waterloo, on June 14, 1855. 


Oniy the two boys remained at home with their parents. Heinrich was now 16 
years old and his brother Johann 12.Hostilities between free-state and proslavery 
forces were mounting in Kansas and as open conflict become imminent in what is 
known as “bleeding Kansas” the president calls on the armed contestants to 
disperse. On May 24-25, 1856 John Brown and a small band murder five 
proslavery men at Pottawotamie creek in Kansas. The civil war was being formed. 
Also, in 1856 James Buchanan was elected president, Henry Bessemer invented a 
steel making process, and America was singing the song "listen to the 
mockingbird”. 


Anton Stern, his wife Rosena Stuner and three children came to America, from 


Alsace Lorraine, in 1851-1852. The three children were Rosena, who was born 
June 11, 1844, Anton II born January 11, 1847 and Margaret, probably born in 
1846. The Stern family apparently had relatives in Honesdale, Pennsylvania, 
because they stayed some time in that city. (Rosena had a cousin who lived in 
Honesdale and in a family biography the place of birth, of John A. is Honesdale in 
1853. (The 1870 census listed the place of birth as Illinois.) They left Honesdale 
and like many other families from Germany settled near St. Louis, probably in 
Monroe or Randolph County, Illinois. 
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Lena and Rosena Stern. The photograph may have been 
taken in Honesdale, PA. Lena was a cousin of Rosena who later married a Schmidt and lived 
in Honesdale. 


The panic of 1857 began with the failure of a branch of the Ohio Life and 
Insurance and Trust Company. Many banks and businesses failed, the economy 
grew worse all over the United States. Fortunately by 1859 economic conditions 
began to improve. The slavery issue was becoming a dominant issue and on June 
6, 1858 Abraham Lincoln made a strong antislavery speech in which he says “a 
house divided against itself cannot stand, I believe this government cannot endure 
permanently half free and half slave”. In June Lincoln challenged Senator Douglas 
to meet him in a series of debates. The first debate was held in Ottawa, Illinois 
and the seventh and last in Alton, Illinois on October 15. By 1859 tension over 
the slavery issue was so great Congressmen began carrying concealed weapons. 
An absorbing topic was the new-fangled hoopskirt, much fun was made of the 
hoopskirt, but in 1859 the Weekly stated categorically that “rightly or wrongly the 
esthetic eye requires that the female figure shall be broader at the base than at any 
other point...certainly a woman without hoops, with garments clinging to her person 
and exposing, in the wind, the contour of every limb, is neither gracefully nor 
delicately attired” (February 12, 1859). 

Also in 1859 Charles Darwin published Origin of the Species and the first oil well 
was drilled in Pennsylvania. 


When Lincoln was elected president on November 6,1860 South Carolina vowed 
to leave the Union and on December 20 it voted to secede. By February 1861, Six 
Southern States formed the Confederate States of America. On March 11 the 
seventh state Texas joined the confederation. After Fort Sumter is fired upon on 
April 12, President Lincoln issued a proclamation asking the states for 750,000 
volunteers to combat an insurrection and by April 15 the Civil War began. 
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Heinrich Kellermann, now 21 years old, volunteered for service in the Union 


Army on October 23, 1861 and was sent to Camp Butler, Illinois 

(Camp Butler was located near Springfield, Illinois) were he would be assigned to 
company H of the 49th Illinois infantry. The 49th regiment of the Illinois infantry 
was organized at Camp Butler on December 31, 1861. It contained among its 
member’s representatives from Monroe, Perry and Randolph counties in Illinois 


WV ions possibilities exist for Heinrich joining the union army. The monthly pay 


of $ 8.00 and a bounty upon discharge after three years of service may have lured 
Heinrich into the army. A second possibility is that Heinrich may have felt the 
Germans in the area were he lived were threatened by the Pro Southerners of 
Missouri and Southern Illinois. Because the German nationals were almost 
unanimously all loyal to the union the Pro Southerners harassed the German 
nationals and even attacked a company of loyal Germans, who had joined the 
union army, at St. Louis on May 10, 1861. The third possibility is that Heinrich 
may not have wanted to see his newly adopted country divided as Germany had 
been for so many years. For whatever reason Heinrich joined the union army 
before his three of service were over he probably would wish he had never 
volunteered. 


After being furloughed for the Christmas holidays of 1861, Heinrich returned to 


Camp Butler. In February 1862 the 49t4 Illinois regiment was ordered to Cairo, 
Illinois where plans were being made to attack forts on the Tennessee and 
Cumberland rivers. The regiment was placed under the command of Col. Phineas 
Pease. The 49th regiment was in the third brigade of the first division under the 
command of Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand. The entire army under the command 
of Brig. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant left Cairo in February of 1862 moving up the 
Tennessee River at Paducah. There Grants army moved up the Tennessee River to 
attack Fort Henry on the river. But the fort had surrendered on February 6'* to 
gunboats before the arrival of Grant. The first and second divisions then started 
a march to the east and fort Donnelson, near the town of Dover, Tennessee, on 
the Cumberland River. The march started on February 12 and parts of the Army 
began arriving on February 13+. 
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WHERE HEINRICH TRAVELED DURING THE CIVIL WAR 


A surgeon in the army tells of the army’s march from Cairo. When the army first 
reached Kentucky the weather was warm and some of the soldiers thinking they 
had reached the sunny south abandoned their heavy coats, but as often happens 
a February cold wave hit the area and the nights were bitter cold. The army 
camped in snow or slept on brush piles. Men attached long ropes to cannons and 
dragged them from bogs were the horses mired. The surgeon often filled his 
canteen with whiskey and doled it out to those on the verge of collapse. By the 
14th of February, after small skirmishes Fort Donnelson was completely 
surrounded on the landside by 20 thousand men. The following is taken from an 
account by Lew Wallace, Maj.Gen. U.S.V. “McClernands’ division was to the south of the 
fort. Out of his division the 17, 48% and the 49 Illinois regiments were selected to attack a large 
battery at the fort. On a part of the hillside the trees were still standing, but the open space on the 
hill fell to the 49%. The men charging up the hill fell rapidly, yet the living rushed on and up firing as 
they went, until they reached a point within forty yards of the confederate rifle-pits, Suddenly, in the 
long line of breastworks before them, tremendous rifle fire began. For fifteen minutes the Illinoisans 
stood fighting, then the men went down the hill. At the base of the hill the regiment rallied and 
renewed the assault. The regiment was pushed down again, but again they rallied and for the third 
time they climbed the hill to the enemy. This time the battery set fire to the dry leaves on the ground 
and the heat and smoke became stifling. Slowly, sullenly they went back down the hill for last time 
and in going their ears and souls were rive with the shrieks of their wounded comrades, whom the 
flames had crept down upon. The assault, long maintained against odds has been seldom excelled”. 
One hundred and forty-nine men of the 49th and the 17th were killed and wounded 
during the assault. Heinrich Kellermann told his children of an incident, which 
happened while his company was charging up a hill during the battle at Fort 
Donaldson. Heinrich and the man next to him noticed a cannon ball coming down 
the hill. The ball rolling on the ground appeared to be moving slowly. The man put 
out his foot in an attempt to stop the cannon ball. The force behind the ball was 
deceptive and the ball removed the heel from his foot. 


Federal gunboats commanded by Foote attacked the fort during the evening of 


the 14th, but were repulsed. The night fell cold and dark and on Saturday 
morning, the 15t5, the confederates began a counter attack to the south of the 
fort. After a fierce battle, which lasted to 11 o’clock the road to Charlotte was 
opened. The confederate general thinking the whole union army was retreating 
started in pursuit of McClernands division. Upon hearing this, Grant sent the 
second division to stop the confederate advance. By nightfall the enemy 
confederate advance had been stopped and most of the confederate forces were 
driven back to the fort. 


On Sunday morning the union army was making preparations to again attack the 


fort when a bugle call was heard and a white flag was seen coming toward them. 
The fort and 15,000 confederate troops were turned over to Grant. Fort Donnelson 
was the Unions first major victory of the civil war. After the victory at Fort 
Donnelson the army returned to the Tennessee River and was transported up river 
by boat to Pittsburg Landing, or Shiloh, to operate on confederate railroad 
communications. Skirmishing at the front of the army began on April 3 and 
continued until April 6. 


18 


Barty on the Sunday morning of April 6, 1862, while the federal forces were 


eating their breakfast, a strong confederate attack began. After the surprise and 
first panic caused by the attack, the divisions of John McClernand and Sherman 
steadied, then gave way slowly. The battle that raged in McClernand’s camp was 
of a fluctuating character. The ground was lost and won more than once but each 
ebb and flow of the struggle left the first division in a worse condition. After some 
six hours of fighting the sixth division of the union army under General Prentiss 
was surrounded and he surrendered his division. By 5:30, in the afternoon a 
defensive line studded with artillery was formed guarding Pittsburg landing. With 
the aid of gunboats on the Tennessee the confederate attack was thrown back. As 
dusk fell federate reinforcements under Gen. Buell began to arrive from across the 
river and Gen. Wallace's division arrived from the north. Thus strengthened by 
three fresh divisions the union forces attacked on April 7 and by 4:00 PM all the 
lost ground was recaptured. The confederate forces conducted an orderly retreat 
and when the union forces made a stab at pursuit they were thrown back. 


The casualty lists, from the battle of Shiloh, staggered North and South. Some 


23,000 men had been shot or captured. In proportion to the number engaged, that 
Sundays fighting was the most costly day of the war. The 49th had 17 killed and 
ninety-nine wounded. After the battle of Shiloh the 49th infantry was assigned to 
guarding railroad lines and communication routes in the areas the union army 
had occupied. The 49th was then assigned to the 34 division under Sam Rice in an 
unattached brigade commanded by True. The forces were under the command of 
Frederick Steele. The Army was organized on August 5, 1863 at Helena, Arkansas, 
and began a campaign to capture Little Rock. On August 18 the army moved from 
DeVall’s bluff upon Little Rock. By the morning of September 10 they were within 
8 miles of Little Rock. The confederate forces seeing they were outnumbered 
surrendered. The Little Rock expedition ended on September 14, 1863. 
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BATTLE oF SHILO 


Tie winter of 1863-1864 was very cold and no aggressive operations were 


attempted. Camp life of the armies was very crowded and unsanitary. Because of 
the cold and unsanitary conditions many of the troops became ill. Heinrich 
Kellermann contracted small pox and on January 27,1864 was sent to a military 
hospital at Memphis. Heinrich was in the hospital for three months. When he had 
recuperated, his regiment was not near Memphis and he was assigned to nurse 
duty at the hospital. Hospitals had only slightly better sanitary conditions than 
the camps and while Heinrich was assigned to nursing duty he contracted a skin 
disease and was again admitted to the sick list. The skin disease recurred for the 
rest of Heinrich's life. 
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Tie 49th after having participated in the Red River campaign arrived at Memphis 
on June 10, 1864 and until July 23, 1864 they engaged confederate Gen. Forests’ 
troops in Northern Mississippi. By September 1864 Heinrich had rejoined the 49th 
infantry and A.J. Smiths division moved up the Mississippi to join Sherman, but 
upon reaching Cairo the division was assigned to George Thomas, and detained at 
Cairo. While in Cairo it was learned that confederate forces were marching upon 
St. Louis and Jefferson City, Missouri. The troops of Smith, by now all veterans, 
were sent to stop the attack. Around September 26, 1864 the troops were near St. 
Louis and after turning back the confederates they began a trek westward across 
Missouri to drive out the remaining confederate troops. Confederate General 
Prices’ troops attacked the troop train upon which Heinrich was riding. Heinrich 
gives the following account. “The regiment was sent to Missouri and the regiment 
was attacked by Prices’ army and we had to jump off the cars as best we could and 
it was jumping off the train that I got reputed and after the fight was over I was 
sent to where the terms were as we had no hospital and from there I was sent to St. 
Louis, Mo. And I was in St. Louis about 14 days and my regiment came there and as 
our term of service had expired we were sent to Springfield, Illinois and were 
discharged.” Heinrich Kellermann was discharged from the 49t Illinois infantry on 
November 18, 1864. 
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When Heinrich returned to Waterloo in November of 1864 he was not in good 


physical condition and was attended by a doctor from Waterloo and one from St. 
Louis while he stayed at his fathers’ house. Heinrichs’ brother Johann and a man 
that helped his father where at the Kellermann farm in Waterloo, but they would 
soon leave for Leadville, Colorado and the silver mines. Heinrichs’ sister Elizabeth 
lived near Waterloo, but Angela and Peter had moved to Perry County. Elisabeth 
had three children. The three children of Elizabeth were, Gerhardt, born in 1859; 
Magdalena, born in 1861, and Lawrence born in 1862. Angela had two children in 
Monroe County, Elizabeth, born, November 1,1859 and John, born in 1861,before 
her and Peter moved to Perry County. Heinrich stayed in Monroe County, perhaps 
visiting in St.Louis and Perry County. On Tuesday September 18, 1866, Heinrich 
and Rosena Stern where married at Saints Peter and Paul church in Waterloo. 
Father Paul Limacher performed the ceremony. The witnesses were John 
Kellermann and Rosena Staub. The groom was 26 and the bride 22. Heinrich 
apparently looked for land in Monroe County. (In 1877 he sold 100 acres of land 
in Monroe County for $353.50 dollars. It is low land) On June 28,1867, John, the 
first son of Heinrich and Rosena was born in Monroe County 


HEINRICH KELLERMANN-ROSENA STERN approx. 1887 


The northwest portion of Perry County, Illinois was sparsely settled at 


this time and on December 29, 1868 a deed for the sale of 80 acres in Perry 
County was recorded. (The 80 acres sold by Thomas Adams is located in 
Section 9,Township 4 south, Range 3 west and was sold for $400.00 
dollars.)Twenty-one days before the deed was recorded a second son of 
Heinrich and Rosena, Henry, was born in Perry County. In the 1870 census 
of Washington County, Heinrich, Rosena and two sons are listed as living 
in Pilot Knob. Pilot Knob is on the Washington/Perry County line. Heinrich 
farmed the land in Perry County the rest of his life. Seven more children 
were born to Heinrich and Rosena. They were August, Anna Rosa, Anton, 
Frank J., Rosa M., Theodore Stephen and William John. Theodore Stephan 
died at the age of 4. Three months after Frank J. was born his grandfather 
Theodore died in Monroe County at the age of 65 on August 8,1877. 
Theodore is buried in the parish cemetery at Waterloo, Illinois. Anna, 
Theodores’ wife then moved to Perry County where two of her children, 
Angela and Heinrich now lived. Peter Frein and Angela also had moved to 
Perry County in 1869. Anna Kellermann died on April 6, 1881 at the age of 
71 and is buried at the St. Bruno parish cemetery in Pinckneyville, Illinois. 


24 


Arcthur Dempsey was born in Ireland, April 27, 1812. Arthur was married to 
Mary Smith, also born in Ireland on April 12, 1812. Arthur in his youth had 
studied to be a catholic priest, but because of unknown reasons became anti- 
catholic in his later life. The year that Arthur and Mary came to America was 
probably 1833. It is believed that one child was born in the ocean crossing. 
Mary Ann their daughter has her birthplace listed as Philadelphia, the port of 
the ships landing. Mary Ann was born on November 22, 1833. Arthur and 
Mary were both short and stocky of build and Mary had bright red hair. Both 
were known for their famous Irish temper. The Dempseys’ lived close to the 
Perry/Washington county line at Pilot Knob Township of Washington County 
and after arriving in Southern Illinois; Arthur worked as a plasterer in the 
growing city of St. Louis. Arthur must have had some medical training 
because in later years he is referred to as “old doc Dempsey”. Mary Ann, the 
daughter of Arthur and Mary, and Patrick Todd were making plans to marry. 
Both the Todd and Dempsey families strongly objected to the marriage so they 
were quietly married in Nashville, Illinois on October 28, 1857. 


The Joseph Todd family had arrived in Philadelphia in 1839. Joseph who was 
born in 1798 in County Derry, Ireland was married to Ann Shannon who was 
born in 1807 in Londonderry, Ireland. After arriving in America, Joseph Todd 
followed his trade as a baker. In 1839 he and his family settled in Beaucoup 
precinct in Perry County. In 1854 Joseph Todd and his sons built a steam 
circular saw mill and the community around the mill was named Todds’ Mill. 


Several other Catholic families had also settled in the area along with the 
Todd family. Among these were the Smith, Boyle, Carr and Kelly families from 
Ireland, and the Faust, Boul, Frein, Bathon and Kellerman families from 
Germany. The only parish church, in Perry County, at the time was in 
DuQuoin, but in 1871 two new congregations were started. One, St. Bruno in 
Pinckneyville and the other, St. Mary Magdalen, at Todd’s Mill. 


John Faust was born in Prussia on September 11, 1828; he also settled in Perry 


County. John in his native land was a shoemaker. John married Catherine 
Porten, a native of Luxembourg. Catherine was born in 1833. In the 1860 Perry 
county census they have two infant daughters, Mary E., born in 1857 and 
Elizabeth born in 1859. John owned and operated a threshing machine; during 
the summer months John did threshing for various farmers. In the summer of 
1877, while threshing, John died after having lunch. Probably the death resulted 
from a heat stroke or food poising. Catherine also had two brothers who had 
come to America, Hilarious and Martin. Hilarious was married to Elizabeth 
Strassell and they had a son and two daughters who were born in Randolph 
County, Illinois. A daughter of Hilarious and Elizabeth, Elizabeth, married 
Kasper Kellerman in 1882. 


John O. Kellerman the oldest son of Heinrich and Rosena was married to Theresa 
Faust, November 23,1897. Theresa was the daughter of John Faust and Catherine 
Porten. Theresa had been born in Beaucoup precinct on September 13, 1867 and 

was the fifth daughter of John and Catherine. A sister, Elizabeth, was married to 
John A. Stern and another sister Anna Elizabeth married James P. Todd. 
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John O. 1867-1953 


Rosa M. 1879-1936 


Henry T. 1868-1944 


William John 1884-1967 


Frank J. 1877-1944 


Family of 
Heinrich and 
Rosena 
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Heinrichs’ mother Anna Maria died on April 6,1881 at the age of 71 and is 
buried at St. Bruno cemetery in Pinckneyville. Angela Frein, Heinrichs’ sister 
died on March 5, 1893. Heinrichs’ other sister Elizabeth Vogt died on April 30, 
1912. Angela is buried at St. Bruno and Elizabeth at St. Peter and Paul in 
Waterloo. Before Heinrich died on June 2, 1911 two more of his children, 
August and Anna Rosa were married and he had 11 grand children. The woman 
to whom Heinrich had been married for over 44 years died on August 17,1916 
two years before John O. Kellerman, his wife, Theresa and 4 children left for 
Oklahoma. 


Another community close to the Kellermann farm was Rice. The J.O. Hunter 


general store opened in Rice in 1893 and a post office opened in 1894. The 
community was named after the postmaster. The area was never plated and 
consisted of several pieces of property of various sizes. There was a blacksmith 
shop and a milk separating facility in Rice and Doctor Holman practiced 
medicine there. The post office closed in 1900. The general store stayed open 
until the early 1950’s. 


J.O Hunter Store in Rice 


October 8th and 9th 1871,a devastating fire destroyed a large part of Chicago. 


Approximately 300 people die. Also in 1871 France cedes Alsace-Loraine to 
Germany. On July 4, 1874 James B. Eads steel arch bridge across the 
Mississippi river at Saint Louis is opened. In June 1876 Col. George A, Custer 
leads a force of the 7t cavalry to the Little Bighorn River in Montana Territory. 
The Sioux kill Custer and 264 of his men. August 1, 1876 Colorado is admitted 
to the Union as the 38t* state. 


Eads Bridge in St. Louis 1874 
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Oklahoma Land Rush 1889 


April 227d 1889, the white men were allowed to help themselves to the Indian 


territory of Oklahoma. The land had been promised to the Indians when the 
Indians were first relocated there. Blaring bugles gave the signal and the 
stampede began. Guthrie, little more than a vacant site when the bugle blew 
was a thriving city a hundred days later. Henry T. Kellerman was a part of the 
stampede and claimed land near Kingfisher. Henry T. never married and 
remained in Oklahoma. In 1918 the family of John O. Kellerman settled in 
Oklahoma. Henry T. had brought his mother, Rosena a pair of moccasins from 
the Cherokee Indians who lived in the area. Rosena wore the moccasins while 
doing housework. Henry T. died in Oklahoma on July 9, 1944. His body was 
returned to Todds’ Mill for burial. 

Before Henry T. died, oil was discovered on the property. The 1940 census has 
the place of residence of John O. and family as Custer Oklahoma. John O. Age 
73. 


KELLERMAN family in Oklahoma 
Oliver Henry T. Theadore John O. 
Hulda Lorene Theresia 
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Heinrich Kellermann Home (around 1900) 
Willie Heinrich Rosena (holding grandson) Ted Kellerman 


John O. Frank Anton(holding dog) Anna Rosa RosaM. August Henry T 


John O. Kellerman Home ( around 1900) JohnO. ‘Theadore Rudolph Thersia 


After John O. and his family moved to Oklahoma my grandfather August lived in this 
house. I can remember visiting my grandfather and grandmother here. My 
grandfather used a bedroom on the second floor. The wood stoves were on the first 
floor and in the winter things in the bedroom would freeze at night. We slept under 
heavy blankets. The front of the house (the side shown) faced the dirt road to 
Swanwick. The barn and out buildings were on the left side ( east) of the house. 
Behind the house was the garden which had a grape arbor and had delicious concord 
grapes. On the right side of the house were the “out house” and the chicken house. 
The cistern was adjacent to the back porch. My grandmother was always baking 
something and the noon day meal was always delicious. 
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James Todd Home around 1904 


Theresa Catherine Rose Mary Ann Margaret 


Agatha 


Anna 
James Florence Anna(Faust) Sarah Joe 
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around 1892 
Rose Catherine Mary Ann 
James Todd Margaret Theresa Anna (in lap) Anna(Faust) 


James Todd Family 


JOHN FAUST Family 
around 1888 
Theresa Frank Catherine (Porten) 
John W. Joseph J. 
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ANTON STERN II 
Family around 1884 
Martha Rose Mary M. 

John W. AntonIII Margaret Mary Jane(Cheek) 


STERN around 1858 


Rosena(Stuner) John A. Rosena 
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Elizabeth Faust John O.- Elizabeth(Faust) Kellerman 


Katherine Todd 


From a newspaper article 

Married at Todd's Mill Catholic Church on Tuesday, October 15, 1907, at 8 o'clock, Mr. 
August Kellerman and Miss Katherine Todd, Rev. Father Stern officiating. 

Mr. Kellerman is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kellerman, a prosperous farmer about ten 
miles north of this city and is a young man of many good qualities.Miss Todd is an excellent 
young lady and will make for her husband a good helpmate. They have a large circle of friends 
who join the Advocate in extending congratulations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kellerman were attended by Misses Mary, Rose and Teresa Todd, sisters of the 
bride and Messrs. John Linendecker, Guy Recordon and Frank Kellerman. 

There was a large crowd present to wish the bride and groom a happy and prosperous life 
and partake of the hospitalities of the occasion, going to the home of the bride immediately 
after the wedding ceremony and spent the day enjoying a wedding dinner and supper and later 
dancing. 

The bride and groom were recipients of many presents and will at once go to housekeeping. 
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August Florence John Henry Anton Catherine 
August Kellerman family 1925 
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Theadore Floyd 
Stern 


John 
August Katherine Eugene Aurelia 
Kellerman 


Henry Anton John 


Kellerman 
Charles John 
Fluri 


Dorothy 
Louisa John 
Epplin 


June 24, 1940 
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June 24, 1940 
Eugene Aurelia 


Eugene Elmer 
Katherine Todd 
Anna Todd (Faust) 


36 


1944 


Eugene Elmer 
Kellerman 
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Joe Baudison Jim Baudison Clara Maria Baudison 


Rosemary(Baudison)Rankin Florencc(Ruffino)Bruns Elmer Kellerman 
Fred Wessels & August Kellerman (in lap) 
Grand Children of August Kellerman 


1945 
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August Kellerman Elmer Kellerman 
Elmer Kellerman Dell Ruffino 


Aurelia Elmer August Mary Eugene 
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— John Epplin Louisa Epplin 


August Elmer 
Patricia Anthony Mary 
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Kellerman School 
The school was built around 1917 on the Heinrich Kellerman farm. 
A one room elementary school, but did teach High School a few years. 
Had 20 to 30 students in the early days but the number of students fell 
over the years. The school closed in 1951 because of lack of students. 
The children were sent to Duncan School. Some of teachers were Cora 
Degenhardt, Rose Phillips, Lenore Mentel , and Dorothy Hubler. 


St. Bruno Pinckneyville 1872-1950 
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Wheat Harvest July 23, 1926 
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ICRR Freight House and Depot 
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west side Courthouse square 
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Murphy’s Opera House 
In later years the first floor was a U.S. Post Office and 
The Knights of Columbus occupied the second floor 


Windsor Hotel 
North of the ICRR depot 
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Pinckneyville High School 
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